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THE WRITER’S CORNER
April 2013

April is National 
Poetry Month!  

Celebrate by sitting 
down with a cup of  

tea and a lovely 
morsel of  literature.

“And Indeed There Will Be Time”

THE NEW AND THE NEWS 
OF THE WRITING CENTER: 

FAREWELL TO HOFFMAN!  
As you know, the Writing Center (along with 
the Learning Center and Disability Services) 
has moved to Murray Library!   Hear one 
tutor’s perspective on leaving Hoffman — the 
good, the bad, and the bittersweet.  

Found on Page 2

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE GENRE? 
After a long day, it’s nice to sit down, drink a 
cup of tea, and pick up a nice book to get lost 
in for a few hours — but what type of book?  
There are so many genres to choose from, and 
it’s  hard to pick a favorite.  Read about one 
tutor’s favorite genre and why she loves it.

Found on Page 3

WHAT CAN HAPPEN DURING A SESSION?  
There are a lot of things  that could happen 
during a session to make it as productive as 
possible.  Two tutors talk about what can make 
a session go well, and some things that can 
cause difficulties.  

Found on Page 4

The new space!  
We’re delighted to 

have moved into the 
Learning Commons.

Issue No. Two Editor: Gretchen Rockwell
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The outside of  our new home!  

One of  the cubicles.  A vase in the “yellow room.”  
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I tape up the last box, 
straighten my back with a sigh 
and look around the room. 
The floral couch with one 
mismatched beige cushion, the 
spacious armchair,  books that 
made themselves at home on 
our bookshelves even though 
no one knew where they came 
from, the Lego castle on top of 
our filing cabinets — all the 
objects we were leaving behind 
seemed suddenly very small in 
this  empty room. We’d been 
talking about this move for 
months, and I was excited to 
unwrap our long-awaited 
l ibrary space. So I was 
surprised when tears began to 
creep gently into my eyes. I felt 
ready to walk with the Writing 
Center to a new stage. But I 
had no idea it was going to be 
so difficult to depart this one.

For as long as I’ve been a 
student at Messiah, Hoffman 
106 has  wholly embodied the 
Writing Center to me. I 

remember cautiously stepping 
inside as a freshman, anxious 
about handing my writing over 
to a stranger named Callie. 
Callie was a senior then, and I 
remember feeling like she was 
addressing me from some 
unreachable point in the 
future, so old and wise. That’s 
l a u g h a b l e t o m e n o w, 
considering I am a senior and 
if anything I think I’ve gotten 
younger and smaller as my 
world has  gotten bigger. 
Regardless  of her age, though, 
she gave me insight I’d never 
imagined and I was hooked on 
the Writing Center for life. I 
applied to be a tutor in the 
spring of my freshman year, 
and since becoming Lead 
Tutor this  year my fierce 
loyalty to this  Center has  only 
strengthened.  

I remember one of my 
first sessions with a senior 
student as  a sophomore tutor;  I 
was scared out of my mind. 

What au thor i ty cou ld I 
possibly have? This girl was 
practically out the college door, 
dragging herself to the Writing 
Center for a class  requirement 
with a paper on a subject 
completely foreign to me. I felt 
so young. I stammered my way 
through introductions  and 
tried to start the session 
without being undeservedly 
b o s s y. B u t a s o u r t i m e 
progressed, we got more and 
more comfortable. What I 
learned then are some of my 
absolute favorite things about 
writing: One,  it was never 
about my authority or what I 
could teach her. It was about 
what we could create and 
shape together.  Two, there is  a 
universal value and magic to 
writing that unites  people who 
care about language. It didn’t 
matter that I wasn’t familiar 
with the topic of her paper. 
She still crafted incredible 
work.         Continued on Page 5

A panoramic view of  some of  our new cubicles in the library, along with our staff  room (off  to the left).  Our former door in Hoffman.

Abigail Minor, the 
Writing Center’s 
Lead Tutor, is a 
senior English 

major.  She hopes 
to use her love of  

writing and 
writers by 
someday 

becoming an 
editor.  

Moving On: Goodbye, Hoffman! A Tribute 

from Abigail Minor
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WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE GENRE?

Imagine this: it is a cool, rainy day in the 
fall.  Sheets of rain plummet down from the 
heavens and form swirling rivers on the 
street that most assuredly will soak through 
your jacket and shoes the moment you step 
outside.  To counter the gloomy day, you put 
on a pot of tea (or coffee, if that is  your 
preference),  and pour the bubbling water 
into a mug.  As you stir the contents together, 
your mind strays  to the choice distraction 
from the day—but what should it be?  

As the tea steeps and a sweet, tangy 
smell wafts through the air, you know just 
what novel to pick: George R. R. Martin’s A 
Game of Thrones—for what compares  to the 
thrill of the adventure?  Jon Snow on the 
Wall battling white walkers;  Rob Stark, King 
of the North, bowing to the Frays in hopes of 
forming an alliance;  Arya Stark narrowly 
escaping kidnap by slicing through her foes 
like a vicious cat (or a wolf ?);  Tyrion 
Lannister with jibes  that leave his  enemies 
speechless at his perception and quick wit.  

Or, perhaps, you might reach for one of 
my personal fantastical favorites: J. R. R. 
Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings.  Very few 
stories have had the impact on our world as 
the one Tolkien created;  this story has 
inspired a love of the artfully depicted 
characters and world in a vast number of 
people, and a love that is  untouched by the 
greedy grasp of  time.  

How could your first pick not have been 
such a fantastical novel?   A novel that takes 

you far away from the gloomy day into 
another land more vast than your own—one 
with adventures beyond imagining.  All the 
while, you are sitting safely on your sofa 
sipping your mug of  tea.  

For me, that has never 
been a question: fantasy is 
truly my favorite genre of 
writing.  It started when I was 
very little, perhaps six or 
seven.  My family and I were 
living at my grandparents’ 
country home for a short time 
after our move from  Illinois  to 
New Jersey.  Being the 
adventurous creature I was,  I 
was never entirely satisfied with 
what I believed to be such a mundane world.  
As a result,  I  quickly began imagining 
magical creatures such as gnomes, trolls, and 
the like, that lived just beyond the line of the 
surrounding woods, just beyond my 
perceivable sight. I would continuously 
search for them in hopes  of finally finding 
proof  that magic exists in our world today.  

As I grew up, however, I quickly 
discovered that magic cannot exist in the 
tangible world we live in—which quickly led 
me to the depths of my imagination where 
anything is possible.  Being an English Major 
with a Writing Concentration and an 
appetite for things magical, I suppose it 
would only be expected that I tend to 
gravitate toward Middle Earth and other 
fantasy worlds.  

Continued on Page 5

Mia (Megan) LaTorre 
is a senior English 

major.  She aspires to 
one day be an 

authoress in the 
fantasy genre and 
work with a book 

publishing company 
as an editor.  

The Wonder of  Fantasy
by Megan LaTorre

One of  the wonders of  fantasy: exploring a new world!
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As you hopefully know by now, 
most sessions  at the Writing Center last 
half an hour.  Since people sometimes 
w o n d e r w h a t e x a c t l y c a n b e 
accomplished during a session, Ali and 
I have taken it upon ourselves to raise 
the question: What can be done in half 
an hour?   Well, we suggest,  someone 
can watch an episode of The Big Bang 
Theory, take a shower, scroll through 
Facebook, eat a quick lunch, chat with 
a friend,  stare at a blank Word 
document , and maybe wri te a 
paragraph of an essay.  Said essay, 
when completed,  will then be brought 
to us (we hope).  So when someone 
comes in for a half hour,  ready to work 
on the paper,  here are some things we 
hope to accomplish—that is, in most 
cases, and often if the paper is four 
pages or less.  

First of all, we’re not going to get 
to everything.  It’s a fact;  deal with it.  
We just don’t have the time or the 
knowledge to get through everything 
that might need doing in a meaningful 
and constructive way.  (Plus,  if we 
discussed everything that we would like 
to talk about, it would be information 
overload and both tutor and student 
would walk away feeling overwhelmed.)  
Since we’re only working with half an 
hour, we choose to focus  on the things 
that are most important for each 
individual paper.    

Often, our focus is  not on 
grammar or other mechanics.  We 
aren’t an editing service.   Although we 
sometimes  focus on grammar in order 

to make a paper more readable, this 
isn’t where a student’s voice comes 
through most strongly.  So a good deal 
of the time,  our focus during a session 
will be on larger concerns like thesis, 
organization, and clarity.  We do this 
because if these things are neglected,  a 
student’s  paper will suffer—and by 
extension, their grade.  Without a well-
stated thesis  or focused organization, a 
clear idea can become muddled in the 
transition from thought to sentence.  
This not only makes  for a bad paper, 
but places a barrier between the 
student and their self-expression.  It 
doesn’t matter whether your grammar 
is  perfect if your thoughts  aren’t clearly 
expressed—ideally, both would be in 
good shape, but we are working with 
limited time and prefer to focus on 
things that can help the student’s  voice 
shine through.  

We at the Writing Center like to 
have a conversation about a student’s 
work and how we can help the student 
to communicate their thoughts well.  
We can give quite a monologue in half 
an hour, but we can’t have nearly as 
much constructive dialogue.  We don’t 
impose our views upon a student by 
telling them how to write.  Instead, by 
talking with them and helping them  to 
make their thoughts  more defined,  they 
will be able to express themselves  more 
effectively.  Again, if we would talk at 
them  the whole time instead of with 
them, it would be information overload 
and limit the amount of progress that 
could be made, no matter how 

receptive and engaged someone is  in 
the session.  

Receptivity 
can be another obstacle we face at the 
Writing Center.  If a client comes in 
and is unresponsive—for one reason or 
another—half of our session might be 
spent in trying to make sure the client is 
comfortable and understands our 
advice.  We’re here to give a second 
opinion, and use our knowledge to 
assist writers  as best we can.  If a 
student isn’t interested in our opinion, 
there’s  not much we can do to convince 
them  otherwise.  We often tell clients 
that they can take our advice as they 
will—they don’t have to agree with 
everything we say.  (In fact, they 
probably won’t agree with everything 
we say.)  But our job is  to give the 
student our professional advice, based 
on our writing experience and our 
qualification as writing tutors.   If a 
student isn’t interested in being here, it 
won’t make a difference whether a 
professor has required them to come—
we won’t get much done, and their 
paper probably won’t improve.  
     Continued on Page 5

What Can We Do in Half  an Hour? 
COMMENTS ON THE TUTORING PROCESS

by Ali Mosley and Gretchen Rockwell

Ali Mosley and Gretchen Rockwell.
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Ali and Gretchen are sophomores, 
and this is their first year working 

at the Writing Center.  Ali is a 
Biology major with a minor in 

creative writing, and Gretchen is 
an English major.  They have an 
unhealthy fascination with the 

Clue board game.  

THE WONDER OF FANTASY, CONTD.  
continued from page 3.

Tolkien’s story in particular has 
become my home away from home, 
my desired distraction, and perhaps 
even my role-model in a way.   As a 
writer I hope to one day, not 
reproduce or mimic J. R. R. 
Tolkien’s epic masterpiece, but to 
create my own fantastical world that 
will take readers  from  the ordinary of 
this  world, to another that will bring 
them  joy and provide a place for 
their imaginations to take residence 
a n d e x p a n d b e yo n d k n o w n 
boundaries when all else has  proven 
incompatible.  

My story should be filled with 
magic and adventure, love and 
tragedy,  lovable and despicable 
characters, trials and hardships, 
humor and unexpected wit, despair 
and hope for the day to come—
because those are the very things  I 
search for in a story.  Although other 
genres  like romances, comedies, 
tragedies,  horror films, and parodies 
(and the list goes on), can encompass 
some beautiful and artistic aspect, 
they do not wholly encompass love, 
laughter, hardship,  and fear like 
fantasy—especially while bringing 
you to a new and magical landscape. 

I want a fantasy story which will 
take me far away from the rainy days 
and sleepless  nights.  A story that will 
take me away from a particularly 
hard day at work,  or a fight with a 
loved one, or a distraction from 
(what can be)  the monotony of 
everyday life.   Fantasy can even give 
me a reason to retreat into the 
imaginative recesses of my soul and 
find the magical things there.    

--- Megan LaTorre

WHAT CAN WE DO IN HALF AN HOUR?, CONTD.  
continued from page 4.

In addition, if a student comes in with a 
5+ page paper and expects us to be able to 
give them good and meaningful advice in 
a half hour session, it’s not going to 
happen.  By the time we read through the 
whole paper and identify what we should 
discuss, our session will be half over.  So 
the question then becomes: what can we 
do in fifteen minutes?  Not much.    This is 
why we recommend hour sessions for 
longer papers, papers that require more 
in-depth analysis, and papers that require 
significant revision and editing for 
readability.  
 Unfortunately, students  don’t always  
take this  guideline seriously, in which case 
we tutors do what we can in the time that 
we have.  But in order to have a 
constructive dialogue, we need enough 
time to talk.  If we don’t have that time, 
what we can work on becomes limited, 
and most likely, everyone will walk away 
feeling dissatisfied with what we were able 
to accomplish.  We don’t want that, and 
neither does anyone else.  We try our best 
to make students  proud of their papers, 
and make it easier to express themselves 
well in future writing.  
 What can we do in half an hour?  As  
much as  students let us, and as much as 
we’re able.  

--- Ali Mosley and Gretchen Rockwell

MOVING ON, CONTD.  
continued from page 2.

The Writing Center has never 
been just another job to me. This 
place has  shaped who I am. 
Discussing thought-provoking topics 
with incredibly insightful tutors, 
learning from my coworkers’ talent, 
accidentally napping on our ragged 
couch and watching my friends 
graduate one by one, I  discovered 
what a writing-centered community 
looks like. And sitting beside writers 
(everyone who comes here is a writer, 
whether you admit or not) as we 
strive to carve their work into the 
best it can be, I discovered my 
passion. I know that for the rest of 
my life I want to work with writers 
in any way I can, and that’s  what 
I’m going to do – even if I have to 
start with filling out their paperwork 
or getting them  coffee. The Writing 
Center is where it all began;  it’s 
where I found out who I  want to be. 
It’s  true that for me, the transition to 
the library has been a flurry of 
boxes, tape, meetings, and endless 
forms. But still, Hoffman has been 
around since this college began. 
Leaving it almost seems like a 
betrayal.

So to a senior whose experience 
in Hoffman has been nothing short 
of life changing, this move hit me 
harder than expected.  I’m  not just 
leaving a building;  I’m leaving a 
place that’s shaped me into who I 
am. And yet, this  shift is natural and 
appropriately timed. Just as the 
Writing Center moved on from 
Hoffman, so I will move on from the 
Writing Center. And like the Writing 
Center, I am ready. 

--- Abigail Minor
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“April is the cruelest month.”  
T. S. Eliot (from whose 

“Love Song of J.  Alfred 
Prufrock” I took our header) 
penned this in The Waste Land, 
and it’s  been evident at the 
Writing Center this month.    

In the fall, we’re pretty 
busy.  J-Term  and the Spring 
semester were fairly quiet - up 
until the last few weeks, where 
we were slammed: students 
brought in papers very close to 
the due date - sometimes  on 
the day before. Tutors  were 
booked full, having as  many as 
six sessions back-to-back.  

We gave students helpful 
advice about their papers, 
given these constraints.  But it 
was a lot of pressure to be 
under!  After three or four 
sessions in a row, it became 
much harder to give beneficial 
advice.  “Time for a hundred 
visions and revisions,” indeed!

However, some wonderful 
sessions happened during 
these crazy weeks, despite the 
insanity and stress  and far-too-
many mugs of tea needed to 
make it through a long shift.  

And why was that?  Well, 
this  April I had sessions where 
a student left saying,  “I didn’t 
think anyone was going to be 
able to help me - but you did.”  

Those are the sessions I 
live for.   I  love when I can help 
someone feel more confident 
about their writing when they 
leave - not because of me and 
what I told them, but because 
we’ve worked it out together 
during our session.   

So earlier this  month, 
when someone asked me 
about my stress level, saying, 
“And would it have been 
worth it,  after all?”, there was 
no question - the answer was a 
whole-hearted yes.  
--  Gretchen Rockwell, Editor*

Scribbles from the Editor

Tutoring Staff  of  the Spring 2013 Writing Center

HOURS: 

Monday: 11:00a - 12:30p, 
and 3:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Tuesday: 10:30a - 12:30p, 
and 3:00 pm - 10:00 pm

Wednesday: 3:00-10:00

Thursday: 3:00-10:00

Closed on Friday, 
Saturday, and Sunday

Featured Tutor: 
Rachel Bauman

Rachel, a sophomore, has been 
working at the Writing Center 
since fall 2012.  She’s an English 
major with minors in psychology 
and politics. Here are some 
questions I had for her: 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE PART OF 
W O R K I N G AT T H E W R I T I N G 
CENTER?
I love the sincere thank-yous that 
I sometimes get after sessions.  It 
is  so gratifying to feel like I've 
really helped someone work out the problems in their paper!  

WHAT IS YOUR BIGGEST PET PEEVE AS A TUTOR?
It's frustrating when students  come in to the Writing Center 
because they have to for a class.  Some make it obvious  that 
they don't want to be there, and it can be difficult to work 
effectively with them.

WHAT IS THE ONE BOOK YOU WOULD RECOMMEND TO 
EVERYBODY?  
The Giver by Lois Lowry.  It's  one I re-read every few years; 
it's incredibly powerful.

* Who has an excuse to frequently quote T. S. Eliot because it’s National Poetry Month. Right? 


